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Check out the BHCP website for important 
Information and resources.

www.bensonhillcoop.org
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 





Dear BHCP Parents:


  Welcome to the 2011/2012 school year at BHCP!  We are excited for the start of a wonderful school year and happy to welcome back two exceptional teachers.  Kristin Hansen will continue as our great Toddlers and Twos teacher and Joanne Garrott our past Explorers Teacher will be teaching the Threes class as well as the Pre-K/Explorers class.  We look forward to a fun, creative and enriching preschool year.     


  If you are a new family, we are excited to share with you what a co-op preschool is like:


Teachers encourage child development through hands-on experiences. 


Green River Community College instructors provide ongoing resources and support to the parents and teachers.  


Dedicated parents participate in the classroom, assist in daily preschool operations, and support each other along the way.  


  Fall is always hectic as the children become familiar with preschool routines, as parents learn their responsibilities, and as new families continue to join us.  If you feel a bit overwhelmed, please be assured this is normal!  Everyone is a new co-op parent once, so don’t hesitate to ask another parent or teacher for assistance.  Soon you’ll be setting up the play dough station, stuffing school bags, and hanging easel paper like a veteran!  When you do, please offer help to other new parents.  


Have a great year! 


The Benson Hill Cooperative Preschool Board


 














The purpose of a newsletter is to provide specialized information to a targeted audience. Newsletters can be a great way to market your product or service, and also create credibility and build your organization’s identity among peers, members, employees, or vendors.


First, determine the audience of the newsletter. This could be anyone who might benefit from the information it contains, for example, employees or people interested in purchasing a product or requesting your service.


You can compile a mailing list from business reply cards, customer information sheets, Business cards collected at trade shows, or membership lists. You might consider purchasing a mailing list from a company.


If you explore the Project Gallery, you will find many publications that match the style of your newsletter.


Next, establish how much time and money you can spend on your newsletter. These factors will help determine how frequently you publish the newsletter and its length. It’s recommended that you publish your newsletter at least quarterly so that it’s considered a consistent source of information. Your customers or employees will look forward to its arrival.











Important Up-Coming Dates





Pack a lunch for you and your children and come to the Benson Hill Co-op back to School Picnic on August 27th from 11am-1pm.  We will meet on the playground and have fun catching up with old friends and meeting new ones. (Remember we are a peanut free school)





Fall Orientation is scheduled for August 30th from 7pm until 8:30pm.  Please bring your completed orientation packet (found on the website under the Enrollment tab) as well as a check for first and last months tuition.  There will be a lots of information about our school as well as directions for each classroom job. (No children please)





Parent only meetings will begin the week of September 6th. This is a night were you learn about duties specific to your class.  They are lead by your Teacher and class chair.





Individual Highlights:


Inside Story	2


Inside Story	3


Inside Story	4


Inside Story	5


Last Story	6
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Up-coming important dates:


	Back to school picnic and open house 8/27 


	11am-1pm





	Fall Orientation


	8/30 7-8:30pm





	School Starts week of 9/12





Important info in this issue:





Welcome to Joanne Garrott our new 3’s and Pre-k teacher.





New lock box in workroom for tuition checks.





Information on what it means to be part of a co-op preschool





Check out the BHCP website for important information and lots of resources. 

















Remember to Register with Green River Community College prior to the first day of Preschool.


As a parent at BHCP, you will be receiving parent education that supports the growth of both you and your child.  The parent education component at BHCP requires that one parent from each family be an enrolled student at GRCC. 


If you have never been enrolled at GRCC, please apply for admission before preschool begins. To apply for admission, go to the GRCC website at www.greenriver.edu and click on “online services.”  Follow the directions to apply for admission.  Once you apply for admission, you’ll receive a student identification number (SID) and a personal identification number (PIN).  Keep these handy.  For each class in which you have a child, you will register for credit with GRCC.  Your parent educator will provide you with more information on this process soon.  If you have questions, contact your class parent educator or your class chairperson.








Benson Hill Cooperative Preschool


P.O Box 6153, Kent, WA  98064-6153; 253-833-9111, ext. 4829


www.bensonhillcoop.org











Letter from Your Board

















BHCP’s financial strength has enabled the preschool to continually enhance the learning environment for the children.  The dollars raised through fundraising make up about one quarter of the school’s budget.  As a non-profit school, we rely on this income to help purchase supplies and equipment and to pay operational expenses.  As a BHCP parent, you have a responsibility to meet the following annual fundraising requirement:  $100 per child or $150 per family of two or more children.  





There are a number of different options for you to meet your obligation. Participate in fundraising events, such as Poinsettia and wreath sales (late Fall); Hop-a–thon (February); Raffle tickets at the all-school auction in the spring; Donate money directly to BHCP; or Donate through your company’s United Way campaign.  If you have questions about your fundraising requirement please contact the Executive Fundraisers:  Maria Estigoy  or Kristina Jordan.























The opportunity to meet with other parents of preschoolers and talk about current issues and trends in child development is a unique opportunity offered through co-op preschool.  At BHCP, parent education takes place during class time for Toddlers and Twos classes and during the monthly parent meeting for Threes and Pre-K classes. All evening parent meetings are held from 7 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the preschool:





 




















As parents, we struggle to serve our children healthful and nutritious snacks.  For parents of children with allergies, this can be a difficult challenge.  We currently have children in our classes with potentially life-threatening allergies to certain foods and food products.  The most common allergy is to peanut products; however, there are many others.  To keep the children safe, you are asked to do the following:


Carefully read all labels of all foods and ingredients that will be used during snack at preschool (bring the snack in its original package).  If a product contains peanut, peanut oil, or any traces of peanut, please do not serve it. 


If your class has been notified of additional allergies for a child in your class, please make every effort to adhere to the approved snack list for that child. 


Please clean both the top and the bottom of all tables and chairs before children are served snack.  This will help prevent exposure to allergens that may be left by other groups that use our classrooms.


If you have any questions, contact your class chairperson.















































Fundraising Keeps


BHCP Growing Strong





Allergy Awareness:  Proactive Parents Keep Children Safe





Parent Education Offers Support, Encouragement, and Fun!




















Your parent handbook is an important reference.  It outlines the day to day workings of our school, the responsibilities of being a part of a co-op and lots of answers to questions that may come up throughout the year.  You can read or print out a copy on our website � HYPERLINK "http://www.bensonhillcoop.org" ��www.bensonhillcoop.org� under the Parent Resources tab.  As a co-op parent, you are required to either serve on the Executive Board or hold a class job.  All positions come with a notebook that outlines expectations for the position and provides ideas and resources.  You will receive your job notebook at fall orientation.




















As a co-op parent, you are required to attend parent meetings, including the all-school auction in the spring. During these meetings, you will:


take care of business pertaining to the operation of the school;


receive information about, and help with, the planning of classroom activities;


take part in parent education discussions, and


provide and receive support and encouragement form each other.


As we begin the school year, all parents (regardless of class) are asked to attend the Orientation and parent-only nights.  This is an opportunity to receive information from the children’s teachers about their curriculum and every-day classroom activities.  It also is your opportunity to familiarize yourself with the classroom.  During this meeting, you also will sign up for a “slow start” time.  Slow Start is a designated day when your child can explore the classroom and meet his or her teacher.  The class will be divided into two groups and meet separately for an hour each.  During that time, your child will make his or her snack placemat and decorate his or her school bag.  
































Meetings Allow Parents and Teachers Time To Connect





Parent Handbook and Job Notebook


Prove To Be Valuable Resources











August/September


2011

















Participating in your child’s classroom is a wonderful opportunity to meet other parents and children--and most importantly, to spend time with your child and watch her grow and learn.  


As a parent in the Toddler and Twos classes, you will attend every class with your child.  As a parent in the Threes and Pre-K classes, you will be required to assist the teacher on regularly scheduled days.  On your “work days”, you will be asked to arrive ten minutes early to assist in setting up the different learning stations.  You will be able to request days to work in the classroom that are convenient for you.  Every effort will be made by the parent coordinator to accommodate your schedule.  If you are not able to work in the class on your scheduled day, you are responsible for finding another parent to substitute for you.  


All classes have a rotating schedule for which one parent is responsible for bringing snack. If you are responsible for snack and are unable to attend that class, please arrange for someone else to bring it.


Working parents are critical to a successful classroom. Cooperation makes the schedule and curriculum run smoothly.  Thank you!




















If someone you know has a one or two year old please send them our way we have a few spots left.  




















Welcome to our 2011/2012 BHCP Board:


Director: Stephanie Ly


Co-Director: Nicole Schlutt


Secretary: Lisa Templeton


Registrars: Michele Duppenthaler and Misty Carpinito


Treasurer: Noni Wilson


Fundraisers: Maria Estigoy and Kristina Jordan


Marketing: Faith Gallegos


Health and safety: Jennifer Lindstad


Class Chairs:


Toddler: Louise Culham


Wednesday Twos: Emily Paraskeva


Thursday Twos: Jesma Greenstein


Threes: Auri Burtis�PreK/Explorers: Lindsey Goodman





Housekeeper: Katie Hardin


Buyer: Patricia Hu


Librarian: Courtney Johnson


Communications Coordinator: Lesley Robinett









































We still have room in our 


Toddlers and Twos Classes 











Parents Share Classroom Responsibilities




















Parking at BHCP


When you arrive at school for class or meetings, you can park anywhere in the front parking lot. However, please do not block the garbage dumpsters by the basketball court or the area that is reserved for church staff parking (marked with a red curb), or the first two parking spaces closest to the school entrance. 


Tuition


BHCP tuition is due on the 5th day of each month. New this year is the installation of a lock box located in the work room.  Please place your monthly tuition check in the box by the 5th of each month. The Executive Treasurer will collect the checks directly from the box. A late fee is assessed on all late payments. Your registration fee and your first and last months’ tuition should be paid by Orientation. GRCC tuition is paid quarterly. Your parent education instructor will provide payment instructions.


Classroom Cleanup


A team of parents meet one night each month to deep clean the classrooms with the Executive housekeeper. Cleaning nights will occur the second Thursday of each month starting in October.


BHCP Communication


Each family will have a mail slot in the parent work room. This will be a primary way for you to receive information from the school. Please check it after every class. 


Most classes will also rely on e-mail to communicate. Your class chair will let you know how your class will relay information. 


Special thanks


A special thank you to all of the families who watered the garden this summer.  It looks great!
































BHCP News























Special Attention . . .

























































































About Our Organization…
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