
  

• Kindergarten readiness 
coming soon!  Date TBD 

• 2014/15 Registration current 
families starts 02/03/14

• Open House 2/7 9am - 11am

• 2014/15 Registration for new 
families starts 02/10/14

• Mid-Winter Vacation 
02/17/14 – 02/21/14

• Spring Break 04/07/14 – 
04/11/14

• Yard Sale TBD

• Annual Auction           
05/17/14 @ 7pm

______________________________
Toddler's

By Lindsay Toney

All the kids in the toddlers class have all 
changed so much since the start of the year! We 
have welcomed a couple new friends, but are 
still a small, close-knit class. We play with play 
dough, paint pictures, sing & dance. We've 
made projects & explored new objects and 
textures with our hands and feet! It's so 
wonderful to watch our little babies grow into 
little kids with a love for learning.

______________________________
Pre-K

By Tina Lechner

The Pre-K class is having so much fun this year. 
The kids are loving the new drama area where 
the only items out during the week are the ones 
related to the current theme like space ships, 
dinosaurs, or mail room.  During december we 
were able to get out and play in the snow, the 
kids even built a snowman! Mr. Fishy Fish, our 
literacy pet, is making the rounds, geting to go to 
lunch with the kids, swimming, the doctor, play 
dates, etc.  The kids are having so much fun 
with him that they even make sure to include Mr. 
Fishy Fish in the "Goodbye" song.  We will be 
starting Super Kid soon and the kids are very 
excited to bring in their special items from home 
to show the class.  

 

BHCP Yard Sale

We are planning a yard sale for late 
February or early March and will be 
taking donations.  All proceeds will go 
to the school.  We will need 
volunteers to help set up and work 
the sale.  Please contact Lydia: 
lydia.extein@hotmail.com for more 
information or to volunteer. 

Coming May 17th @ 7pm!  This year 
the auction theme will be the Roaring 
20's with a hors d'oeuvres potluck, 
live and silent auctions, games, 
dessert dash, music, pictures and 
more!  More information coming 
soon!  Please contact 
jesmagreenstein@gmail.com for help 
or questions.

mailto:jesmagreenstein@gmail.com
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Cleaning Nights

Cleaning nights are scheduled for the 
last Wednesday of every month.  
Please do your part in helping keep 
our school clean by participating in 
your two cleaning nights per year.

Introducing 
Pam Bernard

GRCC Parent Instructor

By Bonnie Cleverdon

A huge welcome to Pam Bernard, 
who joined the BHCP team as the 3's 
and Pre-K class Parent Educator 
(Bonnie Cleverdon will continue to 
instruct the toddler and two's 
classes).  For many years, Pam has 
worked as a parent educator at 
GRCC, most recently with Covington 
Co-op where she instructs parents 
from their two through five year old 
classes.  Pam's Parent Ed classes 
are robust and informative, her caring 
for families and deep and love for 
children at her core.  We can not be 
more excited to have her.  Welcome 
Pam!  

Board Positions
By Jesma Greenstein

Why join the board?  How about why 
not?  Where else can you have a say 
in what happens at your child's 
school?  Also, it is a great opportunity 
to get to know some of the other 
families in our community. Board 
meetings are held in the evening and 
typically last two hours.  Did I mention 
it counts as two class jobs and you 
get a pass on the class cleaning 
nights!!  Board positions available are 
Co-Director, Marketer, Executive 
Fundraiser, and Librarian.  Sign up 
today!

 

It is Getting Cold!

Don't forget to properly dress your 
kid(s) for the weather.  Please 
remember mittens/gloves/hats, rain-
jackets and boots to help keep your 
little ones warm and dry!

Comfort Letter 
Reminder

If your child is in the 3s or Pre-K class 
please remember to turn in a comfort 
letter to Kristina Blakemore.  

 

Musical Wall Items
Have a xylophone, strainer, 
washboard, chimes, bells or other 
musical item laying around? Have 
leftover outdoor spray paint in bright 
colors from old projects? How about 
wooden or metal spoons or utensils 
you are not using?  Please consider 
donating them to the school. We are 
planning to create a fun and 
interactive "Music Wall" for our 
playground. These items will be 
painted and mounted to the middle 
fence so the kids can strike the items 
making different tones and will bring 
some music and color to the 
playground. Thank you to those who 
have already donated! 

Extra-Special People

Jesma Greenstein – For being 
director and taking lead on the 
auction and fund raising committees.  
She is doing a fantastic job and 
taking on a lot to make sure our 
school runs smoothly!

Kristina Blakemore – For being the 
most thorough Health and Safety 
Coordinator BHCP has ever had!  
She is working hard to keep the kids 
and families safe and making sure we 
are in compliance with insurance 
regulation.

Ben Harpold – For volunteering his 
time and providing awesome 
entertainment at the Winter Social – 
The kids had a blast!  

A HUGE thank you to everyone who 
helped organize the Winter Social.  It 
was a great event and fun for all!

Space Gak
The Pre-K class had a blast making 
Space Gak! 

1. Pour a full bottle of Elmer's 
glue into a mixing bowl.

2. Fill the glue bottle with warm 
water and add it to the glue.

3. Pour 1 teaspoon of Borax 
soap into a small bowl.

4. Add 1/2 cup of water to the 
Borax.

5. Slowly pour the Borax mixture 
into the glue mixture.

6. Use your hands to mix it 
thoroughly once it becomes 
too hard to stir.

The longer you play with it, the firmer 
and more "gak-like" it will become. 
Put it in a plastic bag when you are 
finished to keep it from drying out.



Snowman on a Stick

 

Spoonful brings us this cute idea of a 
creative winter snack for kids, 
Snowman on a Stick.  
http://spoonful.com/recipes/snowman-
stick
What you'll need:
Bananas
Grapes
Carrot
Apple
Bamboo skewers
Mini chocolate chips (or raisin pieces)
Pretzel sticks

How to make:

For each snowman you need to 
make: 3 thick slices of banana, 1 
grape, a sliver of carrot, and a 
triangular piece of apple (if you pre-
poke the hole in the apple for the 
skewer it will be easier for kids)

Have your kids slide the fruit onto the 
skewer, use the carrot for a nose, 
mini chips for eyes and buttons, and 
pretzel sticks for arms.  

Most importantly have fun and get 
creative, these items are just 
suggestions, the options are endless! 

  

Soft Play Dough

 

Kids Activities Blog brings us this 
super easy, super soft, play dough 
recipe. 
http://kidsactivitiesblog.com/28677
/play-dough-recipe

Put the following in a bowl and mix:

-1 part Hair Conditioner
-1 parts Corn Starch (more might be 
needed depending on consistency) 
-a couple drops of food coloring if 
desired

This play dough is not edible and 
should not be used with kids who are 
still putting things in their mouths. 

Help Spread the News

Love having your child(ren) at BHCP? 
Make sure to tell your friends and 
family about our great program or go 
to our website's Parent Resources 
tab and print off our pamphlet to give 
to any interested parties!

Yelp User?

Please take a moment to leave a 
review for our school!  
http://www.yelp.com/biz/benson-
hill-cooperative-preschool-kent 

Social Media

Help show your support for BHCP by
following us on any of these
locations:
Website:
http://bensonhillcoop.org/
Twitter:
@BHCPreschool
Pinterest:
http://pinterest.com/bhcpreschool
Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Ben
son-Hill-Cooperative-
Preschool/58366155989

Have a suggestion, idea or photo to share for 
the next newsletter?  Please contact me at 
tinamariel@gmail.com Thanks!
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